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| was the anly one of my family members who hadn't fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna (during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we

worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.

We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no money (3). Personally, | didn’t like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that’s what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All | could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,

security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot
be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.



| didn't climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should 1? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of external
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collaboratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a

mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn’t give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of @ sense of
resignation.

So, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime usually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against’ the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. Peaple “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's retun to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys Historical material

Sociopolitical

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security
5) Tradition of resistance

communal or economic or political fields)
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation
10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

leaders)

Personal-psychological

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

effect
16) The moral excuse of non collaboration
17) They didn’t hurt me
18) We need some order to this chaos
19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security

12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality

I. Public Documents

Il. Maps

Ill. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has | IX. Personal archives

formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

X. Posters
XI. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment) | XIll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20. legitimating by origins (shared values),
and by results (control of resources)

21. signs of evolution and decline of a
regime

22. domain of habit

23. education

24. estimated majority

25. a sense of resignation

26. personal experience of the regime

27. available information(mass media
control)

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia
started as a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the
second aim first in 1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of
liberating all places inhabited from Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological
orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost
like a miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War |
brought new troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of
Histopia. Should the country stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war
for 2 years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon
after his win Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for
decades. The disaster followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left
over 1 million dead and as many as 1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million.
Most of the refugees inhabited the two major cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city
with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor
states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and
rehabilitation of the refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had
also suffered hundreds of thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both
sides, but the truth is that a psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of
Histopia.
“ e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.
e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.
e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis
resigns.
e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.
e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.
e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.
1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.
1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in
Paris the next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.
e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a
rigged plebiscite later the same year.

L s L T B o
[ ] [ ]

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned
threw K.. Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government
issued Emergency Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with
heavy effects (reduction of payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the
imprisonments and exiles the Left organized general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi
on November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the
143 seats among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15
seats had been buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a
government, despite lobbying contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the
Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with
George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days after the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_plebiscite,_1935

— - T’

the Army in political developments forced King George to remove the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and
appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5.

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still
couldn’t agree on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was
transferred to Chania and not in Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime
Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the
parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metaxas. The government appeared to Parliament on April
27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties agreed on forming a government. Only
Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile, fourth in a row, Panagis
Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17". The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the opportunity to
present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling partly any reaction to his
plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law,
annuls various articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to
restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures
to combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On
security measures of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms’, the notorious “Idionimon”, which was
voted in 1929 from Venizelos government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the
matrix of anti-communism that made these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas-
look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and
youth by the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary.
During the regime (1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with
centers the King and the dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the
first pole and we can talk about a royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives
were limited and the status could fully determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive
predominantly in the youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was
founded, which aimed at creating the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of
EON the regime would seek, in the future, dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued
through EON to create a "truly independent, responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political
aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural achievements " all based to the triptych
"Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern Histopian history connected
with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age
in pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens,
after the initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization
(approximately 400 persons with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically
formed for the exploitation of the unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the
praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of
picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members
joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new organization —some of them were over 30 years old-
dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In many cases the accusations were products of
imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and
editors (even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime
from the first day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19,
1936,by which serious benefits were granted to-the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full
cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in
number, non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in
November 1937 and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues
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and the Democrat, the first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization
adopted also the newspaper “Herald”, which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were
part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists. Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic
failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front
(AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that time, only an illegal communist youth
organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this
field of the government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviadakng) notorious as the
formidably efficient head of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936—1941). The newly
established Secretary of State had all the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal
Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was
entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: to fight Communism and detect foreign spies
(especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Under the supervision of Maniadakis, the
Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference and partisan
considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which increased
its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special
Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and
offices at the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens
were tortured or even murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9" 1938.
From there many communists took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-
Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's
Directive 50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags
of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation
of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism
the external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody
seems willing to tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of Greece
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimatum
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name

~ .

of Avpog Sy remiag S wapy
T

—Olowom FULIZVO IALUDY

ESa i segaza _




-EVIDENCE-

Case No.: 2016 -1

Description of Enclosed Evidence:

Submitting Agency: BRASMUS+ HISTORY Dpt.

Tolophons Nusmbes: classified

Evidence Recovered 8y: _R€S€arch Team

(ol farme)

Vietim's Full Name: NO Victim case

Suspect’s Full Name:

Envelope Seated By: 0T EEk Office

(gr et pame)

28th High School of Thessaloniki

(ss3narn)

Date Sealed: 30/7 / 2016 Time Sealed: 23:51




EVIDENCE 0104

’[{ 1 W
popwnniatig e Ny Iy 'm

P Blom nmivheves
o “ N, Twengti s 40, Lwwnminueg Tegnasigion nud
s gt (Neb AEN, 217wy Ky m

-

Aum "~ \H“l‘ AY 1ives o Basddor i 1

Dt brdidians, ¥ ADnvire, Xagetatpson
wluz(--m. o s v, Owp ik ok waraved, 11
[t ode; Soxgitor. Edperidow zal Moopicoy
wor 0 tos vhevos xopupmanmnt g Ao, A

_ EVIDENCE 0103

¥ "‘n.h-\

A P 5N ,‘r
i : YEr u KR
B Aok T —RAYAAne = el S U SR




1

HH“; "

Sl SN Y N T e

Zusummamwmm! RpYIOOY OPAOIKEG EKYO"

ZSRLTIO !@ ‘ & z I Hz nioeig ané 1 Munidiwn.

fm - <am~:ne A»zsAmA) '
\\

' un: s 16 mr TINE WTaAGE 2FE ) lru«u Orparasdlon 1 lmrugu T wﬁw orANT, Gt (e 'nu.: o, M l AOHNA, n\ruxah 9’ ;nnﬁ)v:rov 1035 l

TO AAIKOXYMENO AIMA ZAE AE OA TTAF| XAMENO! S

R AP D CRALIEN TEANM TOF HPAKATION: Tpmpatmpbon ol w ok (fleg vt -t-\-uv-h( ) N Ppopdant paintig M gpeee, 1) TR, B 1L l-—q- ) owan T S«Sm*'!:::n
Ltayrradoes, | o, $) Salone "D wouthsbovion €34 wesingie.

HEPTATIA OAOKAHPH H KPHTH ANATAPAZETAI AAITHITE

OPATOROPEI KANE 040 70 po|T1A TIEAT PIEX SOATEE TAN EPTATAN HPAKAEIOYITHY ATAAMI TOY. PLOLIATTE,
o e ot n e e i AP IEL KAI EKAHAQEEIE ETA XANIA KAl ETO MAZHI | o TH N SHRNCBETHMEAH LI

g

e Mapdidurlow sai i avie Ay Toetie g o

P s Ve e o o th Susrernd ] TOY ATIEETAAMENOY SYNTAXTH MAZ[™ 0 e v s s Bhdun o 628 oy |
Wiy Syeadail By W poew e plalal sy pageei v, PARADYD. § (vasarnites  fayunin] THTTN L Sowarite wt b -ie .
N Ly o s | (Tt vt ratio | o e o s Tl To2| T ToSasste 31 “oviime 1913 opanenst. 1 vt vt ;'_::';"::"'*"'“M!;_’f‘;::."_,“:_

EVIDENCE 0102a



EVIDENCE 0102¢c

- mumm OAOA 10N 2200w l'lﬂ!l!l 1562 87 34 inogsve od 15 pipecs
Asuve ¢ dpaneapees Tapag el dvie
apasanes; 03 coredalie iy owaanicle,
ive  Wonrnes 34 ‘ndppery, obe N
V(NG mopptwriendy e Zeqv Kalapdrn
!

a1 TooMaparaniics dsp0nr va ngagpas

CPAND THE SEXIPIAKE [N TROBAE ]'" m'uummn COMUATAT Tef COANLIT IFTH 40 trnenie tiy belexesy g

L-,;.,.m,;,w. e TIEMITH 10 TOY MAH 1934
0 TEAMAPHS MATBKMW

OADGDONA KYBEPNHXH TON AAEYPJBIIMHXANON!

’inev&m m-coumum T4s xbpegl "Ancyriare pe. dnep-l | Davraped| Mi jrunarcr aBlpgid osng, ol dnepyous dpyateg
yieg wae b amw.g 910 egayicopd v ébepply oag|mob nelrlouy yia o dwpi oug) Kareta gasiotixa pcrpe 100 Teod-
oy Kolagdra! Amtr'nu covpBoiv ol orparwrixég Suva.|Bépn] Kare & Soar | ‘Epyoléscver| "AnCITAOIC Vi R Heraesps
mlgl NaculineBod ol &olooc\'m ey &mvﬁv Bronntig 1ig yupo-|Bodv 014y ‘Axpovauniia ol gulaxicpivei druvieres oy cotardv| Na

A<, & gpovpapyes, 6 Ai; uopm & vopdprng xai ol dAcupobios|tobg BoBel nvuli duwnercic] Exnpds vid vd Mayvellobing ‘Avrigo-

7“2\(01‘1‘1‘&1 b I, AEKA mff'fPAYMATlZMENOIEPFMEXZTHNKMAMATA

) WARNG ™ AEE] O YOYIIOYPIOX

TA ANAAARNAVDAAA cTDITCL M EP"*TE{ 0'0! n“g 0'“ AKM"HTD'I

Tz ndécrzova Ti; Kxdxpatx; eamxz\-:;'_:_:‘«lmm '““Pm':’-"l#l
PE xipx ceyanvé, T neALEEAX. TeD Taxh “"""""lum m!,mﬂi.!...‘l!.‘.."
édpn pilxve apdspnte; Tis Syxifes vey; o3 |raiES T R B
éaczwc;u:va xepmik Tav luscvzpycwv TGy i
pu).c'yatr.w ned xxTEEnXxy CTAV amspyta’;

v i

i g 1
il

o Sy
ek Bocmenslin vid ‘.,.r.‘ 'l

Votiiey SN O OF tsovaiipn. tpbe?
e e eatve = yorsovade 1 (3.4

2% 1§
T

P
Wi D, e dineske Wy WA Srend

":—‘-3;-_: yiz va Qixrnpdfevy : 245 b L o Ty

aayes rie
e Al o h'qﬂn

.
Fgd!
§
L3

l) AN puremans e g O L e

«AE ©EAOYME NA HEGANOYME

::L‘;; L llﬂ."ul- lﬂﬂv‘::.t
<X ANIO THN "IEINA I» : i S A
= 1 ENQTIKU_BPOLTOVE AFPFOYY

il

- lnuol u-n (-q rweibe sie ‘Trpeiis @y

2 'l W S Smave pagmenay boippehs
INN" I.IDAQMVI ey e

i
iy
'es
'l

N-—c!n vy v o -l
UIUZSI innan el © 8 mtets Gt |

=



LT oo AR - TSP p———— ’ﬁ'-' 5

T N § : sasiegion it BIRAR S S ot o s :
" My father never came to any o!‘__ my school activities those four years.'He allowed me -afte'rgﬁ)
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a real man when

q;remember him answering my complains by saying "I will show you how to be
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EVIDENCE 0101
(photo) Father and uncle 1897.
EVIDENCE 0102 Pack of newspapers in his draw

0102a (news paper Rizospastis) headline: Krete in turbulence after
the brutal slaughter of Herakleion workers. Strikes and
manifestations in Chania and Lasithi.

0102b (newspaper Rizospastis) headline: Tsaldaris's order the
bloodshed of Kalamatas workers. Down with the government of the
flour industrialists.

T dead, tens of wounded workers in Kalamata

0102¢ (newspaper Akropolis, 10 May) headline: Yesterdays
unprecedented bloodshed in Thessaloniki. 12 dead and hundreds of
wounded. For hours the city slipped into anarchy and blood.

EVIDENCE 0103

Announcement for wanted communists giving their last known
addresses and level of threat for the regime . Both men were
characterized highly dangerous.

EVIDENCE 0104

Founded in a hiding spot in subjects attic

EVIDENCE 0105 (material from unfinished research)
16-18-27-29-31

EVIDENCE 0106 (spoken testimony of subjects son)
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna (during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no maney (3). Personally, | didn’t like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,

security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didn’t climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of external
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collaboratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn’t give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime usually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Llittle sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys

Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion
leaders)

Personal-psychological

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment)

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality
effect

16) The moral excuse of non collaboration

17) They didn’t hurt me

18) We need some order to this chaos

19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

|. Public Documents

Il. Maps

. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

IX. Personal archives
X. Posters

Xl. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data
XIll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20.
and by results (control of resources)

21.
regime

22,
23,
24.
25.
26.

27.
control)

legitimating by origins (shared values),

signs of evolution and decline of a

domain of habit

education

estimated majority

a sense of resignation

personal experience of the regime

available information(mass media

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map

REJECTION ACCEPTANCE OBIJECTION
BY FEAR BY HABIT
FEAR
SHARED
SHARED et
WALLIES
SPIRITUAL
SPIRITUAL '__________.----' LEADERSHIP
SPIRTTILLAL | " LEADERSHIF
LEADERSHI®F [ | SIGNIFICANT
OTHES: EMERY
PERSOMAL PERSOMAL
EXPERIEMNCE EXPERIEMCE
RUASE RAIEDHA, RAASS RAIE DU
COMNTROL OF OONTROL OF OONTROL OF
RESOURCES RESOURCES RESOURCES.

Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.




RESIGNATION-FORMER POLITICAL
FAILURE OR INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE OR
TRAUMATIZED COLLECTIVITY OR TRAUMAS
(natural disaster etc)

BY FEAR BY HABIT
FEAR
SHARED
NO TRUSTWORTHY SHARED VALUES
RESISTANCE VALUES
SPIRITUAL
| —| LEADERSHIP
SPIRITUAL —
SPIRITUAL | ——— | LEADERSHIP
LEADERSHIP — SIGNIFICANT
OTHER ENEMY
IT'S NOT MY
PERSONAL buTY PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE
PROVISIONAL
R SITUATION L
PRUDENTIAL CONFIRMATION-
POSTPONEMENT GOOD CITIZEN
ESTIMATED
MAJORITY MORAL LIMIT OF
NON
COLLABORATION
THEY DIDN'T
HURT ME
TRADITION OF MASS MEDIA MASS MEDIA
RESISTANCE
CONTROL OF CONTROL OF CONTROL OF
RESOURCES RESOURCES RESOURCES
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION
WE NEED BASIC POLITICS —
WELFARE
ORDER DICTATORSHIP
INSTICTIVE
DEFENCE

Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia / { /

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started as
a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in
1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited from
Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new
troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the country
stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many as
1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two major
cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for
just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of the
refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the
next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later the
same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency
Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
.payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic
cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31, five days after
the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to remove
the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5.

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t agree
on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and not in
Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Hellenic_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlos_Kountouriotis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_republic_referendum,_1924
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoros_Pangalos_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caretaker_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1935_Greek_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaos_Plastiras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_plebiscite,_1935
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world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metaxas.
The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties agreed §
on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile,
fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17". The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the
opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling partly any reaction
to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls various
articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security measures
of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms’, the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929 from Venizelos
government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-communism that made
these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the regime
(1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King and the
dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk about a
royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could fully
determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in the
youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at creating
the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in the future,
dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly independent,
responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural
achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern
Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons
with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was
short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were
abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new
organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In
many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first
day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious
benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number,
non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937
and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the
first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper “Herald”,
which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists.
Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first
published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that
time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviaddkng) notorious as the formidably efficient head
of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936—1941). The newly established Secretary of State had all
the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the
Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: to


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ioannis_Metaxas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_law
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-police-4th-of-august-regime/
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fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Under
the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference §
and partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which
increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special
Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at
the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even
murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9™, 1938. From there many communists
took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for
political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to
tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohi_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimatum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greco-Italian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name

EVIDENCE 0201

¥ s LAty it A

2 A B et T AR

EVIDENCE 0203




el
b .. 7(,(_ .

L il

EVIDENCE 0206



TRES MMTAVN, U Ll APLZIs RETPRINAERD
U — L — L — L — . — L ——

YYMRME . (OPOMARIY. SENALA 4 3%

EVIDENCE 0202

EVIDENCE 0207



And really, the only resistance expressed by the press, except from Rizospastis , was a handful of
illegal, non-communist, newspapers. The first illegal newspaper -published by former minister K.
Aggelopoulos (known royalist) - was Paligenesia, which, in the first issue dated August 5, 1937,
accused the King of circumvention of the Constitution. Before arrested and exiled, Konstantinos
Aggelopoulos printed five more papers attacking the Metaxas dictatorship and its undemocratic
political tactics.

EVIDENCE 0204
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- " I don't really remember much . I do remember though my father
}- unhorsing Metaxas from our salon . We used to have one picture of him
- and one of the king. It was September of 1938, I remember that also
- because I was waiting my godfather to give me a new schoolbag for

- starting elementary classes.

s8]

My father kept a flag all year long at the balcony.

- What else? Of course the death of uncle Nikos, although back then I
- didn't understand what had happened. We were not allowed of course not
even to say hello to our neighbor , mister Charistos. Father used to say
: "For two years I was feeding that envious maggot, when he had no job,
no money, not even bread for his family."
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’{Spoken testimony, Dim_itrioé S-é‘mertzakis, 1998.
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EVIDENCE 0201 Honorary medal. Medal for palace Services King

Alexander A' ,1920.
EVIDENCE 0202 Anticommunist book with the title "What
bolshevism is" , 1925

EVIDENCE 0203 Flag with the royal emblem. Usually held by
royalists.

EVIDENCE 0204 Spoken testimony
EVIDENCE 0205 Short biographical info.
EVIDENCE 0206 Wish card for the new year from ex minister and

family friend Mr.Aggelopoulos.

EVIDENCE 0207 Charistos Georgios, leader of 23" Labor
Battalion

EVIDENCE 0208 Uncle's funeral , 6 months after the

tortures , May 1939.
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna {during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1635. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no money (3). Personally, | didn't like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,

security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didn't climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of external
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collabaratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn't give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime uwsually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

I. Public Documents

Il. Maps

lll. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal
11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has | IX. Personal archives
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

X. Post
12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion osters
leaders) Xl. Personal items
Personal-psychological XII. Topographical data

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment) | Xlll, Telegraphs
14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality XIV. Cards, post carts

effect XV. Building information
16) The moral excuse of non collaboration
17) They didn’t hurt me
18) We need some order to this chaos
19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20. legitimating by origins (shared values),
and by results (control of resources)

21. signs of evolution and decline of a
regime

22, domain of habit

23. education

24. estimated majority

25. a sense of resignation

26. personal experience of the regime

27. available information(mass media

control) Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map

REJECTION ACCEPTANCE OBIJECTION
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.




RESIGNATION-FORMER POLITICAL
FAILURE OR INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE OR
TRAUMATIZED COLLECTIVITY OR TRAUMAS
(natural disaster etc)

BY FEAR BY HABIT
FEAR
SHARED
NO TRUSTWORTHY SHARED VALUES
RESISTANCE VALUES
SPIRITUAL
SPIRITUAL fﬂf—f’”ﬁ LEADERSHIP
SPIRITUAL
f,ﬂ,ﬁ LEADERSHIP
LEADERSHIP SIGNIFICANT
OTHER ENEMY
IT'S NOT MY
PERSONAL buty PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE
PROVISIONAL
—_ SITUATION SELF
PRUDENTIAL CONFIRMATION-
POSTPONEMENT GOOD CITIZEN
ESTIMATED
MAJORITY MORAL LIMIT OF
NON
COLLABORATION
THEY DIDN'T
HURT ME
TRADITION OF MASS MEDIA MASS MEDIA
RESISTANCE
CONTROL OF CONTROL OF CONTROL OF
RESOURCES RESOURCES RESOURCES
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION
WE NEED BASIC POLITICS —
WELFARE
ORDER DICTATORSHIP
INSTICTIVE
DEFENCE

Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia f { /

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started as
a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in
1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited from
Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new
troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the country
stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many as
1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two major
cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for
just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of the
refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the
next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later the
same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency
Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
.payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic
cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days after
the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to remove
the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5t

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t agree
on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and not in
Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Hellenic_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlos_Kountouriotis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_republic_referendum,_1924
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoros_Pangalos_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caretaker_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1935_Greek_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaos_Plastiras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_plebiscite,_1935

world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metax@s.
The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties agréed'
on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile,
fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17". The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the

opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists” world, cancelling partly any reaction
to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls various
articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security measures
of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms’, the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929 from Venizelos
government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-communism that made
these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the regime
(1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King and the
dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk about a
royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could fully
determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in the
youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at creating
the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in the future,
dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly independent,
responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural
achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern
Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons
with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was
short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were
abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new
organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In
many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first
day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious
benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number,
non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937
and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the
first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper “Herald”,
which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists.
Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first
published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that
time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviaddkng) notorious as the formidably efficient head
of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936—1941). The newly established Secretary of State had all
the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ioannis_Metaxas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_law
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-police-4th-of-august-regime/

Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: tJ {
fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Under
the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference
and partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which
increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special
Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at
the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even
murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9" 1938. From there many communists
took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for
political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to
tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name
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<Exeivog mov DroxAéntel prav éEovala maQdvopa
xaver va elve mokltng. L& xatdctacn dagrovc Ema-
vastdoeng Evavsiov tol vépou, édeaev & (diog TOv
gausé tov ¥Ew axd tov vépo. [ivetar Auxog xal &-
TOLOG TOY OKOTMGEL ®aver pid aSednaiyn xedEn».(IIAa
Ty [lok. VIII 0. d66a, Ecvopay *léQuv [V 6. 5, Osd-
yvng 1191). ({Iagadétoupe o doyalo alto xeipuevo Sy
YLaTL CURPOWYOULE e TV ATORLRY) TPopoxQatia xal
Tig moAttixds dorogovieg 7oL CUYLOTE, ua yia va dek-
Eoupe néco Vavdsipa pisolgay xal wohepovoav ol
apyaiot EAinves ta altagiuxd xattestdta)

HEKAOZIZ MA2

To @OAko avtd ExdideTar oav doyavo vob Ila-
velAnviou AvTidLxTATOQIX0T RETWTOU THY HQYO-
vioewv t@v Néwv. Prhodokei va yivy 6 ovvde-
TIkOG ®QI%0G TAV VEMV %al va eive 10 Pijpna 4’
Smov ol véou tijg ‘EMadog o éxgodalowv tig
q;tlgleﬁﬁeqeg YVORES TOV xal Tig dMpoxgarixég
ayés tmwv. Ofdher va xonowpeioy ué Ty ouvvee-
yaoia SAwy, oav nyn amd v onoio ¥’ Gvriody
ol véor xai GAov ot EAAmves xai dlvaun GAla
xait xatevtivosig yia Tov aywve OreQ tig fAsu-
Peolag, ownv agyn, Y& Ty avantuEy tod mvey-
LaTLzOU xai 0ixovopuLxol émédov g EAAMVL-
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna {during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1635. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no money (3). Personally, | didn't like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,

security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didn't climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of external
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collabaratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn't give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime uwsually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys

Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion
leaders)

Personal-psychological

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment)

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality
effect

16) The moral excuse of non collaboration

17) They didn’t hurt me

18) We need some order to this chaos

19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

|. Public Documents

Il. Maps

. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

IX. Personal archives
X. Posters

Xl. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data
Xlll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index

01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20

21

27

and by results (control of resources)

regime
22,
23.
24.
25.

26.

control)

. legitimating by origins (shared values),

. signs of evolution and decline of a

domain of habit

education

estimated majority

a sense of resignation

personal experience of the regime

. available information(mass media

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia /
H

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started as a
small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in 1864
and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited from
Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and Macedonia.
In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a miracle how 15
years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new troubles since
political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the country stand by
Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2 years
(1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win Venizelos
led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster followed was as
huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many as 1,5 million
refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two major cities of
Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for just 10
years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of the
refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a psychological
schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the next
year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later the
same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency Law
to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been buffering
agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying contacts between
Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic cycle of fateful deaths
started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days after the conducted
elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to remove the Military
Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5t

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t agree
on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and not in
Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain
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world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metaxasf |
The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties agreez '
on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile,
fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17". The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the
opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling partly any reaction
to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls various
articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security measures
of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms’, the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929 from Venizelos
government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-communism that made
these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the regime
(1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King and the
dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk about a
royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could fully
determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in the
youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at creating
the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in the future,
dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly independent,
responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural
achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern
Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons with
gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was short-
lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were abolished after
Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new organization —some of
them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In many cases the accusations
were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first day.
After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious benefits
were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number, non-
communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937 and
released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the first issue
of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper “Herald”, which first
issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists. Their
greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first
published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that
time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviaddakng) notorious as the formidably efficient head of
the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936-1941). The newly established Secretary of State had all the
security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the
Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: to


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ioannis_Metaxas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_law
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-police-4th-of-august-regime/
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fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Unfierjﬂ
the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference and
partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which increased its
staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special Security in Athens
during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at the junction of
September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even murdered in that
building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9™ 1938. From there many communists took the road to the
exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the external
threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to tolerate
something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohi_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimatum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greco-Italian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name
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EVIDENCE 0403

“ Istayed in Athens . My business was here. I stayed

and I worked hard. I always believed that money keep
thing going and I most certainly had no hero complex.
My duty was to my family.

. Besides that I never had any special connections with
| the regime. It was business as always before and after.
- I had never given information about others, even if I
had chances to undermine some of my competitors”.

‘7“ Spoken testimony for a_history research program, 1977.
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EVIDENCE 0401 Personal document
EVIDENCE 0402 Financial edition
EVIDENCE 0403 Spoken testimony
EVIDENCE 0404 Address

EVIDENCE 0405 Telegraph from subject's brother

EVIDENCE 0406 Photo in a family album. Noted behind "George,
Akronafplia, 1936"

EVIDENCE 0407 Page from the formal review of regime's achievements
about import-export economy. In the second paragraph it is written that
with special law the government establishes Import Unions for the items
below: coal, rise, sugar, coffee, legume and hake. Those Unions were in
full prosperity that period, despite the world economy crisis.
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NAME: Panellas Antonis |} EVIDENCES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER:
AGE : 1897-1967

EDUCATION:Commercial
College

PROFESSION: Importer of
sugar

ADRESS: Kolonaki

FAMILY INFO:2 kids

INFO EXTRACTED BY RESEARCH:
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna {during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no money (3). Personally, | didn't like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,
security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didn't climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of exteral
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collabaratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn't give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime uwsually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against’ the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys

Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

12) Lack of spiritual
leaders)

leadership (intellectuals, religion

Personal-psychological

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment)

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality
effect

16) The moral excuse of non collaboration

17) They didn’t hurt me

18) We need some order to this chaos

19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

|. Public Documents

Il. Maps

. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

IX. Personal archives
X. Posters

Xl. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data
XIll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index

01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20

21

22

27

and by results (control of resources)

regime

23.
24.
25.

26.

control)

. legitimating by origins (shared values),

. signs of evolution and decline of a

. domain of habit

education

estimated majority

a sense of resignation

personal experience of the regime

. available information(mass media

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.




RESIGNATION-FORMER POLITICAL
FAILURE OR INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE OR
TRAUMATIZED COLLECTIVITY OR TRAUMAS
(natural disaster etc)
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia | i

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started a%
a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in
1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited from
Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new
troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the country
stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many as
1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two major
cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for
just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of the
refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the
next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later the
same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency
Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic
cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days after
the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to remove
the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5.

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t agree
on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and not in
Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain
world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metaxas.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Hellenic_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlos_Kountouriotis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_republic_referendum,_1924
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoros_Pangalos_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caretaker_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1935_Greek_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaos_Plastiras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_plebiscite,_1935
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The government appeared to Parliaggnt on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties ‘agreed
on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Mea’whlle,,
fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17™. The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metakas the
opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists” world, cancelling partly any reaction
to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls various
articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security measures
of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms’, the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929 from Venizelos
government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-communism that made
these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the regime
(1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King and the
dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk about a
royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could fully
determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in the
youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at creating
the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in the future,
dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly independent,
responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural
achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern
Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons
with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was
short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were
abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new
organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In
many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first
day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious
benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number,
non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937
and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the
first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper “Herald”,
which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists.
Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first
published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that
time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviadakng) notorious as the formidably efficient head
of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936—1941). The newly established Secretary of State had all
the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the
Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: to
fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Under
the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ioannis_Metaxas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_law
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-police-4th-of-august-regime/
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increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Specif
Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at
the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even
murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9" 1938. From there many communists
took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for
political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to
tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohi_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimatum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greco-Italian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_of_Greece
http://metaxas-project.com/greek-fascist-youth-eon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_name
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EVIDENCE 0507

“My mother always encouraged us to read newspapers. She, herself was
really an active citizen, politically interested in a way often
provocative for a woman. That is why we were surprised when we heard
her saying in 1936 that politics cannot work in chaos , that the
- country needed order first and then democracy. She was tired. Now I can
- see that.

~

|4

- So.much death and diseases around us, she used to say, that’s what we

| 1
W o

o

it

~ Eleni Foskolou,spoken testimbny‘,‘ 1984.

——

EVIDENCE 0501b

|l Kcrdloyo; ouvepyalouevav gopéav mg ExBean Yytewg tov 1938

- should face up to first if we want to build a really human society.”
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Yrovpyeio Awoumjoea [owrevotong
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EVIDENCE 0501

0501a Causes of death 1928-1937. First cause with 193.000 infectious diseases

0501b Index of collaborating partners for the Hygiene Exhibition in Athens. Last
column : School of Hygiene , Hellenic Red Cross, Paster Institute of Athens

The exhibition was a major event equivalent of similar international occasions. For
the first time in country's history such a social intervention for hygiene issues took

place.
EVIDENCE 0502 newspaper
(Akropolis, 1 February) headline : Yesterdays sudden death of Georgios Kondilis.

EVIDENCE 0503 posters

0503a Poster of Venizelos. The woman escorting the children says : "With you our children will
have a bright future"

0503b Poster of Metaxas as protector and inspiration for children

EVIDENCE 0504 pack of newspapers

0504a (Hellinikon Mellon , May 6) headline: Venizelos and Plastiras sentenced to death. To death.

0504b (Vradini , March 2) headline : How supporters of Venizelos and Plastiras bloodshed the
capital.

EVIDENCE 0505 pack of newspapersr

0505 (Akropolis, 28 April) headline : Within three years six elections and three coup

d'état.
0505b- (Hellenici Foni, 8 February) headline : Dead-end
EVIDENCE 0506

Subject's text in "School hygiene" magazine. The magazine was sent to every school

around the country and it was an initiative of the new administration.

EVIDENCE 0H07

Spoken testimony of subject's daughter

EVIDENCE 0508 photo

Note behind the photo: "With the man I trust most for my country (Venizelos) on his visit to our
station (1930)".
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna {during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no maney (3). Personally, | didn’t like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,
security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didnt climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of exteral
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collabaratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn't give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime uwsually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented ) I. Public Documents

2) Relevant political axon II. Maps

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security IIl. Photos

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or IV. Literary texts
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a

V. Spoken testimonies

totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory V1. Demographics
8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
VII. Newspapers
forces)
9) The idea of a provisional situation VIII. Letters

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal
11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has | IX. Personal archives

formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

X. Post
12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion osters
leaders) Xl. Personal items
Personal-psychological XII. Topographical data

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment) | Xlll, Telegraphs
14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality XIV. Cards, post carts

effect XV. Building information
16) The moral excuse of non collaboration
17) They didn’t hurt me
18) We need some order to this chaos
19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20. legitimating by origins (shared values),
and by results (control of resources)

21. signs of evolution and decline of a
regime

22. domain of habit

23. education

24. estimated majority

25. a sense of resignation

26. personal experience of the regime

27. available information{mass media

control) Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.




RESIGNATION-FORMER POLITICAL
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia / !/
!

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started as

a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in

1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited
from Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new
troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the
country stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many
as 1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two
major cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of
Histopia for just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of
the refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the
next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later
the same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency
Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic
cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days
after the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to
remove the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5,

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t
agree on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and
not in Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Hellenic_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlos_Kountouriotis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_republic_referendum,_1924
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoros_Pangalos_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caretaker_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1935_Greek_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaos_Plastiras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgios_Kondylis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_plebiscite,_1935
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this vain world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government
to Metaxas. The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until
parties agreed on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted
for. Meanwhile, fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17™. The death of Tsaldaris particular
gave Metaxas the opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling
partly any reaction to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas
plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls
various articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security
measures of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms', the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929
from Venizelos government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-
communism that made these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of
water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the
regime (1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King
and the dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk
about a royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could
fully determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in
the youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at
creating the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in
the future, dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly
independent, responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to"
new cultural achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread
"motto" of modern Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths
from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons
with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was
short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were
abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new
organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In
many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first
day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious
benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number,
non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937
and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the
first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper
“Herald”, which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-
Venizelists. Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame”
(Floga) was first published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until
September 1938. By that time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship
publishing effort.

]
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The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviadakng) notorious as the formidably efficient head
of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936-1941). The newly established Secretary of State had
all the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and
the Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s
government: to fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from ltaly, Bulgaria and later on, Germany
and Britain). Under the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from
political interference and partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the
Gestapo, which increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of
the Special Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements
and offices at the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were
tortured or even murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9" | 1938. From there
many communists took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like
Akronafplia for political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to
tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:
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Six years after the arrival of the refuges there were still texts demanding the "purification of the capital,"
the separation of "pure Greeks" by "Tourkosporous"(Turkish seeds). Examples of the anti-refugee hysteria
that gripped the pro-monarchy citizens were the slogans that were heard (9 November 1923) at the rally of
the monarchists at Olympian Zeus columns. One characteristic was: "Burn the refugees". This attitude was
not confined to the ignorant "indigenous" people who could be fanaticized by unscrupulous monarchist
politicians, but also characterized the intellect of the Greek Kingdom. Typical were the outbreaks of George
Vlahos in "Kathimerini" newspaper, who even in 1928 called the refugees as "refugee herd". Nikos
Kraniotakis, monarchist publisher of the newspaper Proinos Tipos demanded in 1933 refugees to wear
yellow armbands to distinguish themselves and to avoid the Greeks. Parliament member Bourboulis from
Spetses accused in 1934 refugees members of the parliament that the Jews of Thessalonica "are more
Greeks than you”.

MNnwpyog Kokkivog — BAaong Aytlidng — EAAN Agpovidou, To Tpadpa Kot ot TTOALTIKEG TNG MV UNG. EVOELKTIKEG
oPelg Twv cUPPBOALKWVY TOAEPWV yLa TNV loTtopla kat tn Mviun, €kd. Tafdeutrg, 2010, ABrva.
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Metaxas speech (January 10™) to Worker’s Unions , very sentimental, focusing to the fact that the worker identity
brings pride with it, pride which everybody should acknowledge.

Historical data

Metaxas implemented the 8 hour working day, the Sunday holiday was imposed in 80 towns and villages, so as the 15
days annual compulsory leave of absence. 237 collective agreements were signed until 1938 and the use of minors in
work was banned. Treatment of all employees was institutionalized and organized. Metaxas founded the "Workers'
House" with the aim to offer entertainment, literacy courses, excursions and theatrical plays for workers and
unemployed. A Social Welfare School was established together with clinics for monitoring pregnant women. The
government combated malaria by creating 42 clinics and trachoma in 51 clinics across the country, where 7124 children
were hospitalized, organized student rations for 50,000 children and in 1937 decided the soup kitchens to become
pedagogical and educational institutions. Soup kitchens were also organized for needy and unemployed in 48 cities of
Greece.
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EVIDENCE 0601 cart postal

EVIDENCE 0602 newspaper

(Macedonia) headline: Tobacco industry "Komersial" shut down. 350 workers were fired
despite the written agreement for their daily wages

EVIDENCE 0603 -

Worker's identification card, important for health insurance and other benefits,
should be considered a step forward for any worker back then. Still empty from
stamps meaning probably either new professional status or great financial
difficulty.

EVIDENCE 0604

Excerpt from a published history book.
EVIDENCE 0605 photo

Note behind : My fellow coworkers welcoming Metaxas.
The sign : Go on great social reformer. The working class
stays vigil on your side.

EVIDENCE 0606 photo

Note behind: Welcome photo. Me sitting, my brother stemnding;*thewhole neighborhood
around.

EVIDENCE 0607

Short historical data and an excerpt from Metaxa's
speech to workers (1937). Subject present from his first social
experiences in Athens

EVIDENCE 0608

topographic depiction - plot of the refugee neighborhood where the subject moved in
from Thessaloniki in
1936.
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna {during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero’s death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no maney (3). Personally, | didn’t like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,
security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didnt climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of exteral
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collabaratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a
mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn't give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

S0, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime uwsually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Little sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information (mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys

Historical material

Sociopolitical

Pe

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion
leaders)

rsonal-psychological

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment)

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality
effect

16) The moral excuse of non collaboration

17) They didn’t hurt me

18) We need some order to this chaos

19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

|. Public Documents

Il. Maps

. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

IX. Personal archives
X. Posters

Xl. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data
XIll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

and by results (control of resources)

regime

control)

. legitimating by origins (shared values),

. signs of evolution and decline of a

. domain of habit

. education

. estimated majority

. a sense of resignation

. personal experience of the regime

. available information{mass media

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia started as
a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the second aim first in
1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating all places inhabited from
Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought new
troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should the country
stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as many as
1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the two major
cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part of Histopia for
just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of the
refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds of
thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris the
next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylis abolishes the Republic, confirmed by a rigged plebiscite later the
same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw K..
Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued Emergency
Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects (reduction of
payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the Left organized
general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The tragic
cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five days after
the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King George to remove
the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5t

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t agree
on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania and not in
Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis left this vain

-—— -
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world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation of a government to Metaxas.
The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or tolerance vote to rule until parties agreed
on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile,
fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17™. The death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the
opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling partly any reaction
to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls various
articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security measures
of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms', the notorious “ldionimon”, which was voted in 1929 from Venizelos
government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-communism that made
these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth by
the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the regime
(1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the King and the
dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we can talk about a
royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the status could fully
determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly in the
youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed at creating
the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek, in the future,
dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly independent,
responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation to" new cultural
achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most widespread "motto" of modern
Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after the
initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400 persons
with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the exploitation of the
unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their action, however, was
short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the Labor Battalions were
abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit best in their new
organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for regime enemies. In
many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and editors
(even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from the first
day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which serious
benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in number,
non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in November 1937
and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and the Democrat, the
first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also the newspaper “Herald”,
which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance activities from ex-Venizelists.
Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an epic failure. Another newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first
published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued to be issued until September 1938. By that
time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of the
government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviaddakng) notorious as the formidably efficient head
of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936—1941). The newly established Secretary of State had all
the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police, the Fire Department and the
Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic functions of Metaxa’s government: to
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fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria and later on, Germany and Britain). Under
the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City Police by 20% — free from political interference
and partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police (the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which
increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to 1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special
Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at
the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even
murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos Valianatos on August 9" | 1938. From there many communists
took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for
political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's Directive
50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing to
tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.

You need also to use these:
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" My father was responsible for my
newspaper passion. Every day was
something like a morning ritual. So I
was reading the news every day
throughout the regime period. I became
also a radio fanatic. Things were
getting better for the country day by
day. And by all means nobody hurt me.

There was nothing wrong with the
ideals of 4™ of August. They were the
same we have been learning both at
school and home even before 1936.
Homeland-Religion-Family. "

Spoken testimony , 1986.

EVIDENCE 0702



EVIDENCE 0705b



Delmouzos unable to explain the successive implementation failures of a
linguistic reform in education, will -after the splitting of the Educational Group-
support that the reason was the involvement of politics in subjects such as school and
vernacular language issues, clearly "ethnic". Indeed, he identified the politicization of
the request for the vernacular to Glinos, who led to the identification of vernacular and
communism. Triantafillidis also agreed with Delmouzos for the interclass character of
the matter. But he considered that the cause of misfortune was the general political
partisanship and stated that he was willing to become involved in any "national" policy,
whoever applies it.

Thus, Delmouzos applauded Metaxas as Minister of Education and Triantafyllides
spoke about a triumph of the vernacular thanks to Metaxas and assumed the syntax of a
new grammar.

Indeed, Ioannis Metaxas didn’t found almost any resistance from the liberal block. The
confusion in the field of ideas and lack of social conscience of intellectuals allowed
noble democratic figures to publish worshiping texts about Metaxas and his vernacular
spirit.

A. ®paykovdakn, Exmaibevtixn MetappvOuion kat @ireAevBepot Aiavoovuevol. Ayovol aywVveg Kat
16eoloyika adieéoba oto pecomoreuo, Kedpog, ABnva 1986.
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EVIDENCE 0701 photo

My father with Venizelos in Ankara meeting 1930. His last trip.

EVIDENCE 0702

Spoken testimony of the subject.

EVIDENCE 0703

0703a Bulletin of the Holy Synod of the Greek Church

describing EON as a blessed christian organization

0703b photos from EON's magazine. Note: "What I want for them is to believe in God's
higher force and submit to it" I.Metaxas

EVIDENCE 0704 photos

EON activities about ancient history of the country

EVIDENCE 0705 photos

Note : "Beautiful days"

EVIDENCE 0706

0706a Excerpt from historical research monograph

(Alexandros Delmouzos , Manolis Triantaffilides --- wikipedia)

0706b Handwritten laudatory about Metaxas from Kostis Palamas, one of the greatest
poets in country's history.

EVIDENCE 0707 Personal ID booklet for EON members

fully stamped , meaning that the member is fully consistent to her obligations.
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| was the only one of my family members who hadn’t fought until the civil war.
My grandfather fought at the Balkan wars (1912-1913) as a volunteer at the
support department. My father was at Smyrna (during the Turkish-Greek war
1919-1922) and my two older brothers fought at Pindos (during the Italian-
Greek war 1940-41). They are both dead. They died a hero's death (1). But we
did not seem to catch a break. Some royalists in Halkidiki were causing trouble
until 1935. Consider the Schism, you know Thessaloniki was the starting point
of Venizelos, and the refuges that flooded in the streets of Thessaloniki (1922-
1924) after the collapse of Asia Minor front. Things cooled off a bit with
Metaxas. | was at EON for three years (2). We organized parades, dances, we
worked all together for a good cause, raised money for Philoptochos and more.
We were put in order.

We had enough of the democrats all these years. They only organized
movements and people had no money (3). Personally, | didn’t like the English
and French long ago. | liked the Germans more, as | heard about the miracles
that they made at their country (6). And Metaxas, had the country running
fluently, that's what | liked about him (4). After April 1941 there was nothing
to hold on to. Who would you listen to? The mayor already welcomed them at
our city’s entrance. | remember him saying that we should trust them (7).

My family had money in the past. My grandfather was a fabric merchant.
Later, some Jewish shops opened near his and they shut his down. Jews were
united and supported each other. That's how Jews are. Not like us. They knew
how to control the market better than anyone. Money is their God, you know.
We Greeks were against them very often in the city (10). We waited for
something to happen, so that we felt that time was right. Maybe if the
Germans started losing the war. No one expected that the situation would last
so long (8). As | told you, we had been through a lot, due to political reasons
(5). All'l could think was what would my kids eat the very next day (12). The
first two years were extremely difficult. People that lived at villages didn’t
starve as we did at Thessaloniki.

1. Recent historical traumas

2. Relevant political ideology

3. Failure of political forces

6. Ideological relevance to

totalitarian and fascist ideology

4. The experience of basic politics,

security

7. Institutional collapse (officialdom,

security forces)

10.The significant other victim

8. The idea that the situation cannot

be but temporary.

5.Traumatised collectivity (civil
wars, rivality in local, communal,
economic or political fields)

12 Fear and instinctive defense.




| didn’t climb the mountains to take part to resistance. Why should I? To help the
communists? (9). But, we didn’t wear that hood, even though we knew at which
houses the insurgents were hiding (14). In 1942 | was called at the Administration
Building and asked to take over the representation of the employees in the
municipality cleaning service. | accepted. | thought that | could help put this city in
order (16), (13). | knew the job better than most of people there. One could easily
blame me, but | was not a collaborator. What could | do anyway? | had never fought,
and, as | said before, my first priority was to help my family. Why would | pretend to
be a hero? (18) In the end, the Germans didn’t trouble us. At least, they didn’t ever
trouble me or my family. One time | even asked for the working hours to change.
Even if | was arguing with them, they listened to me and in the end they offered us
the hours that we wanted. (15)

How do you interpret passivity?

It is important to take under consideration a number of parameters, before any attempt to

study indifference. What kind of a regime we are dealing with? (see graphic 01). The duration of a
regime is a crucial factor for what studies call reflective self. It describes the assimilation of external
tenets of a regime towards legitimating as personal, transformed and transforming material. We
must separate two stages of legitimating a regime, first on terms of origins, then of results.
Although, most of the regimes of such kind control information about their achievements, they
usually end up trying to secure a gap between promises and realization, because even for sacrifices
made in the name of a better future there has been a limit to people’s patience. A crucial parameter
is also the control of resources as a tool of political obedience (welfare dictatorship - political
repression by the regime, social provision through the regime). Apart from that, there are always
shared values to which the regime could always appeal in the name of a great(er) social goal. And of
course, all regimes show signs of evolution and decline, phases like dynamism, stagnation and
entropy, mainly caused by corruption, opportunism and poor quality recruitment.
One of the strategies of "totalitarian" regimes is to have so severe legal regulations (criminal laws)
that, if taken literally, everyone is guilty of something, and then to withdraw from their full
enforcement. In this way, the regime can appear merciful and at the same time wield a permanent
threat to discipline its subjects. In any case, belonging to a society involves a paradoxical point at
which each of us is ordered to embrace freely, as result of our choice, what is anyway imposed on
us (we all must love our country or our parents).

Part of the answer lays down to what we could call domain of habit. To know the habits of a
society is to know the meta-rules of how to apply its explicit norms: when to use them or not use
them; when to violate them; when not to use a choice which is offered; when we are effectively
obliged to do something, but have to pretend that we are doing it as a free choice. The same goes
for many political situations in which a choice is given on condition that we make the right choice:
we are solemnly reminded that we can say no - but we are expected to reject this offer and
enthusiastically say yes. Habits are thus the very stuff our identities are made of: in them, we enact
and thus define what we effectively are as social beings, often in contrast with our perception of
what we are - in their very transparency, they are the medium of social violence, and so at any case
(resistance-indifference-collaboration) we need to be careful. Such an institutional Unconscious
sustains the public institution repulsing a sense of chaos. Major influence in forming both the
domain of habit and consequently our institutional unconscious comes from education. Another
key for our approach is the importance of a measure called “estimated majority”, meaning the

9. Luck of trustworthy resistance proposa
14. The moral excuse of non collaboratior
16. We need some order in this chaos

13. The idea of being law abiding

18. | am all alone, my actions would be a

mere suicide and totally useless

15. They didn’t give me any trouble

feeling people have about how the majority
thinks. We also know from historical figures and
tables how political support has increased in
totalitarian regimes because of a sense of
resignation.

So, even in conditions of heavy repressive
domination some kind of private space
continued to exist permitting the formation of
something legitimately called popular opinion,
recognized by the regime. In conditions of
silence, “frightened” by this loss of control a
totalitarian regime usually institutes a spy
network, not only to achieve suppression but
also to search for legitimacy in the eyes of the
people. Llittle sense is given to Manichean
questions of whether people were “for” or
“against” the solutions provided from the
regime. Speaking about dedicated friends and
committed opponents somebody “risks being
telling a story of two minorities”. People “in the
middle” had a far more complex perspective
over their experience, changeable through time
and over different aspects of the same regime.
Popular attitudes were formed basically based
on personal experience of the regime and
available information {mass media control). It is
only a projection of modern individualistic liberal
conception of choice the one often reflected
upon totalitarian regimes. For example people in
southern Italy even before Fascism were little
concerned about what they should vote. But,
let's return to the challenge of analyzing
indifference.



Methodological — hermeneutical keys

Historical material

Sociopolitical

1) Recent historical traumas ( historically documented )

2) Relevant political axon

3) Political failure

4) The experience of basic politics - security

5) Tradition of resistance

6) Traumatized collectivity (civil wars, rivals in local or
communal or economic or political fields)

7) Near the edge — ideological relevance in parts of a
totalitarian or fascist or extremist theory

8) Institutional collapse ( religion , officialdom , security
forces)

9) The idea of a provisional situation

10) Lack of a trustworthy resistance proposal

11) The significant “other” victim (cases that the victim has
formerly negative relations with the passive mass)

12) Lack of spiritual leadership (intellectuals, religion
leaders)

Personal-psychological

13) The prudential postponement (cases of late enlistment)

14) Instinctive defense (survival priorities)

15) The idea of been legitimate , structural personality
effect

16) The moral excuse of non collaboration

17) They didn’t hurt me

18) We need some order to this chaos

19) It’ s not my duty to save the world

|. Public Documents

Il. Maps

IIl. Photos

IV. Literary texts

V. Spoken testimonies
V1. Demographics

VII. Newspapers

VIII. Letters

IX. Personal archives
X. Posters

XI. Personal items

XIl. Topographical data
XIll, Telegraphs

XIV. Cards, post carts

XV. Building information

Index 01. Hermeneutical keys and categories of historical material

EXTRA HERMENEUTICAL KEYS

20.
and by results (control of resources)

21.
regime

22,
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
control)

legitimating by origins (shared values),

signs of evolution and decline of a

domain of habit

education

estimated majority

a sense of resignation

personal experience of the regime

available information(mass media

Index 02. Extra hermeneutical keys




Graphic 02. Indifference map
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Graphic 04. To be filled using indexes 01 and 02.
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Graphic 03. Hermeneutical keys distributed per indifference area (rejection-acceptance-objection)
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Short political history of Histopia

The period of Histopia’s history that interests us starts almost 90 years after its independence. Histopia
started as a small geographical entity struggling to survive economically and expand its borders. Concerning the
second aim first in 1864 and then again in 1881 Histopia expanded its territory significantly, but the idea of liberating
all places inhabited from Histopians in big numbers remained the basic political and ideological orientation.

For almost 25 years Histopia was involved in political and military actions trying to incorporate Krete and
Macedonia. In 1897 a traumatic war defeat caused the financial collapse of the country, making it seem almost like a
miracle how 15 years later both Krete and Macedonia were parts of Histopia along with Epirus. World War | brought
new troubles since political and military administration was divided concerning the formal stand of Histopia. Should
the country stand by Entente or should it stay neutral?

That question triggered the Great Division (1915) which finally took the proportions of a ruthless civil war for 2
years (1916-17) and ended with Venizelos in head of the winning side and King Konstantinos exiled. Soon after his win
Venizelos led Histopian forces to the borders of the national dream that haunted the country for decades. The disaster
followed was as huge as the dream itself. The evacuation of Histopian army in 1922 left over 1 million dead and as
many as 1,5 million refugees. Histopia by that time had a population of 4,5 million. Most of the refugees inhabited the
two major cities of Histopia, Athens and Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki was a city with over half its population Jewish, part
of Histopia for just 10 years and a real bone of contention for neighbor states around Histopia.

The years after the refugee flood a titanic effort took place for the relief, accommodation and rehabilitation of
the refugees, although not within ideal sociopolitical conditions. Native Histopian families had also suffered hundreds
of thousands of dead or wounded soldiers. The healing process needed time for both sides, but the truth is that a
psychological schism tantalized Histopian society until 1940.

Political situation was anything but helpful as the following timeline presents emphatically.

e 1924, 25 March: Histopia is proclaimed a republic. Pavlos Kountouriotis becomes the first President of Histopia.

e 1924, 13 April: A plebiscite condones the change of constitution.

e 1924, 7 October: Failed military coup.

e 1925, 15 March: Successful coup directed by General Theodoros Pangalos. President Pavlos Kountouriotis resigns.

e 1926, 23 August: General Pangalos is overthrown after a coup. Caretaker government of Georgios Kondylis.

e 1928: Venizelos returns from exile and his Liberals win power again.

e 1933, March: Failed pro-Venezelist coup.

e 1933, 6 June: Second assassination attempt against Venizelos in Athens.

e 1935, March: Failed coup directed by Venizelos and Nikolaos Plastiras. Venizelos flees in France and dies in Paris
the next year, the armed forces are purged of Venizelist and Republican officers.

e 1935, 10 October: Coup directed by Georgios Kondylisabolishes the Republic, confirmed by a
rigged plebiscite later the same year.

During 1934 several major strikes took place in October 1935, C. Kondylis and Al. Papagos overturned threw
K.. Tsaldari and imposed an autocratic royalist regime. Immediately (16 / 11.20.35) the new government issued
Emergency Law to refer any industrial dispute to an arbitration procedure and prohibited any strike with heavy effects
,(reduction of payment, imprisonment, dismissal etc.) for offenders. In response to the imprisonments and exiles the
Left organized general political hunger strike and nationwide protests in December.

e 1935, 3 November: George Il is restored to the throne.

King George, commissioned the formation of a provisional government to the jurist Constantine Demertzi on
November 30, 1935.The country was led to new elections on January 26, 1936, but their effect was to tie the 143 seats
among Venizelist Themistocles Sofouli and Republicans of Panayi Tsaldari. The Communists with 15 seats had been
buffering agents, but disagreements between political leaders did not allow to form a government, despite lobbying
contacts between Themistocles Sofoulis and the Secretary- General of the Communist Party, Stelios Sklavainas. The
tragic cycle of fateful deaths started from the first month of 1936, with George Kondylis, who died on January 31%, five
days after the conducted elections. The ongoing interventions of the Army in political developments forced King
George to remove the Military Minister Alexandros Papagos and appoint in his place loannis Metaxas, on March 5,

The Demertzi government renewed its mandate on March 14, 1936, because parliament parties still couldn’t
agree on forming a government. On March 18, 1936 Venizelos died exiled in Paris. His body was transferred to Chania
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and not in Athens, after fierce opponents reactions. Third in the series of deaths, Prime Minister Konstantinos
Demertzis left this vain world on April 13, 1936. King George, without consulting the parties, entrusted the formation
of a government to Metaxas. The government appeared to Parliament on April 27, 1936 and got confidence or
tolerance vote to rule until parties agreed on forming a government. Only Communists and George Papandreou voted
against him. The rest voted for. Meanwhile, fourth in a row, Panagis Tsaldaris died of a heart attack on May 17", The
death of Tsaldaris particular gave Metaxas the opportunity to present himself more as the undisputed leader of the
anti-Venizelists’ world, cancelling partly any reaction to his plans. The four deaths, left the country without
personalities capable to oppose the Metaxas plans.

1936, 4 August: Coup by General loannis Metaxas, who declares a state of emergency, decrees martial law, annuls
various articles of the Constitution and establishes a crisis cabinet to end the increasing riots and to restore social
order.

The day after September 18, 1936, the dictatorship of August 4 issued the Emergency Law 117 "on measures to
combating communism and his consequences." This law came to replace the Law 4229 / 25.07.1929 "On security
measures of social status and protection of citizens’ 'freedoms', the notorious “Idionimon”, which was voted in 1929
from Venizelos government. In reality, of course, both legislations came from the same matrix, the matrix of anti-
communism that made these two politicians -the democratic Venizelos and the dictator Metaxas- look like two drops
of water.

The responsibilities and powers of Metaxas were restricted in the fields of foreign policy, military and youth
by the king's powers. The role of Metaxas in the first two sectors remained until 1941 complementary. During the
regime (1936-1941) there were two distinct (tangent but not concentric) political power poles with centers the
King and the dictator. During the first two years, the balance system of power tilted toward the first pole and we
can talk about a royal dictatorship. Since September 1938 the royal powers and initiatives were limited and the
status could fully determined as Metaxas dictatorship.

Relations between the two strong men (King and Metaxas) emerged (unseen) competitive predominantly
in the youth education field. In November 1936 the National Youth Organization (EON) was founded, which aimed
at creating the massive popular support that the regime lacked. Through the ranks of EON the regime would seek,
in the future, dedicated persons to staff the state agencies . The State pursued through EON to create a "truly
independent, responsible and selfless leader class" a "national political aristocracy ', which would lead the Nation
to" new cultural achievements " all based to the triptych "Homeland, religion, family" perhaps the most
widespread "motto" of modern Histopian history connected with dominant ideology and over time following very
complex paths from 1880 to 1930.

EON members wore dark blue uniforms and dikocho(special hat), and were separated according to age in
pioneers (7-13 years), phalangites B (14-18) and phalangites A ( 19-25). In December 1937, also in Athens, after
the initiative of Mr. Kotzias, the Labor Battalions were founded, a paramilitary organization (approximately 400
persons with gray uniforms) following the Nazi model. The Labor Battalions were typically formed for the
exploitation of the unemployed in public works, but actually aimed at functioning the praetorians’ guard. Their
action, however, was short-lived and practically did not exceed the limits of picturesque. On June 9, 1938 the
Labor Battalions were abolished after Metaxa’s decision and their members joined EON. Some of them trying to fit
best in their new organization —some of them were over 30 years old- dedicated themselves in witch-hunting for
regime enemies. In many cases the accusations were products of imagination or personal hatred.

‘ The truth is that Metaxas had no trouble to control the press. Most of the newspaper owners and
editors (even those who had previously criticized Metaxas) served with great pleasure the interests of the regime from
the first day. After all, business was growing fast due to Metaxa’s Emergency Law 23/36, of August 19, 1936,by which
serious benefits were granted to the owners and editors of newspapers in exchange for full cooperation and
unreserved support.

The only resistance expressed by the press, except for Rizospastis, was some illegal, minimum in
number, non-communist, newspapers. The illegal organization "Society of Friends"(Filiki Etaireia”) was founded in
November 1937 and released three secret papers: “Freedom”, with six issues, “the Constitution”, with five issues and
the Democrat, the first issue of which was printed, but was seized before the release. The organization adopted also
the newspaper “Herald”, which first issue was seized before its release too. Those publications were part of resistance
activities from ex-Venizelists. Their greatest moment, the attempted coup of 1938, was an.epic failure. Another
newspaper, the “Flame” (Floga) was first published in 1937 by the Anti-dictatorship Youth Front (AMN) and continued
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to be issued until September 1938. By that time, only an illegal communist youth organization, OKNE, was kept on the I

anti-dictatorship publishing effort.

The weak press resistance to the regime was partly a result of police work. Central figure on this field of
the government was Konstantinos Maniadakis (Greek: Kwvotavtivo¢ Maviaddkng) notorious as the formidably
efficient head of the internal Security Services of the 4th of August Regime (1936-1941). The newly established
Secretary of State had all the security forces in the country under its jurisdiction (the Royal Gendarmerie, the Police,
the Fire Department and the Directorate of Immigration and Passports) and was entrusted with one of the basic
functions of Metaxa’s government: to fight Communism and detect foreign spies (especially those from Italy, Bulgaria
and later on, Germany and Britain). Under the supervision of Maniadakis, the Gendarmerie force increased, the City
Police by 20% — free from political interference and partisan considerations. These also boomed the Political Police
(the Histopian equivalent to the Gestapo, which increased its staff to 445 officers and non-commissioned officers up to
1,200 agents. The headquarters of the Special Security in Athens during the dictatorship of August 4™ was a building
with labyrinthine corridors, basements and offices at the junction of September 3rd number 106 and Derigny. Many
communists and democratic citizens were tortured or even murdered in that building, as the veteran communist Nikos
Valianatos on August 9" , 1938. From there many communists took the road to the exile mostly to islands of the
Aegean Sea, like Anafi and Ai-Stratis, or places like Akronafplia for political prisoners.

e 1937, 15 December: Mass NKVD operation against Histopians in the USSR begins, based on Joseph Stalin's
Directive 50125 of Dec. 1937, resulting in the loss of 38,000 Soviet citizens of Histopian descent at the Gulags of
Siberia.

e 1940, 28 October: After the dictator loannis Metaxas rejects an Italian ultimatum demanding the occupation of

Histopian territory, Italian forces invade Histopia. Beginning of the Histopio-Italian War.

After communism, a new, totally external enemy had emerged. And again even more than communism the
external threat gave Metaxas the opportunity to increase social coherence around the regime. Anybody seems willing
to tolerate something bad, if to avoid something worst.
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EVIDENCE 0801 photos

"Three days with my savior chef, uncle John" Hotel Apergi,
Athens 4/8/1931

EVIDENCE 0802 photo of the subject in a EEE event.

EVIDENCE 0803 page from EON' s formal magazine.
Congratulations to member Aggelidis Athanasios for finding
and handing over to the police a wallet full of money. (1938)
A note attached to it: "My only real connection with EON".

EVIDENCE 0804 Personal items. Armband. Central Agency of
EON, high ranked members, 1941.

EVIDENCE 0805 cart postal

"Grandfather's store, before the fire and before Modiano
ruined our lives"

EVIDENCE 0806 newspaper Macedonia, headline: Night turmoil

in Thessaloniki. Destructive fire(arson) at Jewish settlement
Kampel. 29/7/1931. ' ) !

EVIDENCE 0807 photo Elis Modiano

Eli Modiano (1881-1968)

One of the most famous architects of Thessaloniki, member of the
wealthy Sephardic Modiano family, son of the banker Jacob (Yako)
Modiano.

EVIDENCE 0808 newspaper Akropolis § 28/10/1940

Declaration of war from Italy.



N

AGE : 1919-198k4
EDUCATION:elementary
PROFESSION:none steady

ADRESS: no permanent
address known

EVIDENCES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER:

FAMILY INFO:no family

INFO EXTRACTED BY RESEARCH:
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